Introduction of wireless integrated care plans at the bedside.
For years electronic care plans have been touted as an important tool to provide better patient care. Until recently however, most efforts were hampered by design gaps in available Electronic Patient Record (EPR) systems and the difficulties involved in extending continuous care to the bedside. The growth in wireless LAN solutions, and the emerging maturity of EPR systems have finally made practical implementations possible. An extensive analysis, development and preparation phase followed by a pilot on the department of traumatology in the University hospital of Gent has proven the possibilities and validity of multidisciplinary electronic care plans as an integral part of the EPR. Wireless consultation, observation and charting enables bedside management of patient care. Roll-out on 5 more departments is planned in the coming year.